
IDEAS GUIDE



PLAN. PLAN. PLAN.

This goes for any part of the house, but especially

when it comes to the landscaping. There are so many

factors to consider that it can be very easy to lose

direction.  

So sit down, read through these tips and then start

working on your landscape plan.



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

A  B R I E F  I S  A  C O L L E C T I O N  O F
I N F O R M A T I O N  T H A T  Y O U  W I L L

U S E  T O  H E L P  D E S I G N  Y O U R
S P A C E .  I T  I S  A S  M U C H  A

A S  I T  I S  D O C U M E N T  A B O U T
Y O U R  C U R R E N T  S P A C E .   I T  I S

Y O U R  W A N T S ,  N E E D S  A N D
R E Q U I R E M E N T S  F O R  Y O U R

L A N D S C A P E .



CONCEPT

A brief will help you

negotiate the concept of

your landscape.

Use your brief to describe to

a designer what you want.

 That way you will both be

on the same page.

DECISIONSDESIGNER

H O W  T O  U S E  A  B R I E F

Refer back to your brief when

you are faced with tough

decisions. Are they aligned? 



M A T C H  T H E  A R C H I T E C T U R E
A N D  S T Y L E  O F  Y O U R  H O M E
W H E N  D E S I G N I N G  Y O U R
L A N D S C A P E ,  I T  S H O U L D  B E
A N  E X T E N S I O N  O F  Y O U R
I N D O O R  L I V I N G  S P A C E S  S O
S H O U L D N ’ T  C L A S H  O R
C O M P E T E  W I T H  Y O U R
I N T E R I O R .

MATCH THE

STYLE



How will sun, shadow and conditions affect your area during each of these phases?

Planning this out will ensure that you are making the most of each  

space at different times of the day.

C O N S I D E R  H O W  Y O U R  O U T D O O R
A R E A S  A R E  T H R O U G H O U T  A  D A Y



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

Poor research and planning often wastes a lot

of time and money. Check council regulations

and consent processes, site conditions such as

soil and drainage as well as where pipes and

services are so these can be factored in. 



Do you want something that requires little

maintenance or are you happy and able to put more

time in? This is important when considering what

trees and plants to use, as well as paved areas and

decks which often need to resealed/stained. 

MAINTENANCE

C O N S I D E R



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

F O R M  F O L L O W S  F U N C T I O N .   
D O N ’ T  G E T  C A U G H T  U P  A N D   

F O C U S E D  O N  S O M E T H I N G   
A E S T H E T I C A L L Y  A P P E A L I N G  

B E F O R E  C O N S I D E R I N G  H O W  I T
W I L L  Y O U  W A N T  S P A C E S  T H A T

A R E  P R A C T I C A L  A N D   
U S A B L E  A S  W E L L  A S  B E I N G   

P L E A S A N T  T O  L O O K  A T .



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

Check the maximum height and spread of

plants and trees you are considering using;

roots can wrap around pipes and plants can

grow to block views so consider this before

planting. 



VERSATILE

If you have limited space to

work with make sure that

your plants all provide a

variety of functions.

Edibles such as lemon

trees, artichokes and

rosemary not only provide

food but look amazing as

well! 

BIG PICTUREEDIBLE

F U N C T I O N A L  P L A N T S

The key things to aim for are

plants that provide year-round

colour, establish structure,

soften hardscapes and require

little maintenance. 



THE KEY

FEATURES
Have one or two key features that are

complemented by the other aspects of

your landscape rather than many that

are competing with each other. 



You may want a casual lounging space, a summer dining area and a

spot to sit with your morning coffee and a good book. This is dependent

on how much space you have.

DIFFERENT AREAS. 

I F  Y O U  H A V E  E N O U G H  S P A C E ,  M A K E  

S U R E  T O  H I G H L I G H T  H O W  Y O U  W A N T  

T O  U S E  T H E  S P A C E  A N D  P L A N  O U T



I F  Y O U  D O N ’ T  H A V E  T H E  S P A C E

T O  B U I L D  M U L T I P L E  A R E A S  U S E

S M A R T  D E S I G N  T R I C K S  T O  G E T

T H E  M O S T  F R O M  Y O U R  S P A C E .  

 

L O O K  T O  C O M B I N E  S T O R A G E

I N T O  B U I L T - I N  S E A T S  A N D  B R E A K

A R E A S  U P  W I T H  V E R T I C A L

V E G E T A B L E  G A R D E N S  R A T H E R

T H A N  S C R E E N S .   

 

B E N C H E S  A R E  G R E A T  A S  T H E Y

C A N  B E  C O M B I N E D  W I T H  A

D I N I N G  T A B L E  O R  P U T  U P

A G A I N S T  A  W A L L  T O  C R E A T E  A

S U N N Y  R E A D I N G  S P O T .

MULTI-

PURPOSE



MIX &

MATCH
Don’t be afraid to mix colours and

textures. Bright pops of colour are a

great way to make your space feel fun

and vibrant. Can’t decide between

timber and metal furniture? Combine

them to give your classic look a sense

of personality. 



When choosing materials make sure you consider their

life-cycle as this will impact on future maintenance and

longevity. Investing in quality materials will cost more in

the short-term but may save you more in yearly

maintenance costs. 



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

Use the right kind of timber in the right place.

There are various grades of timber all

designed for different uses and functions, for

example timber that is going to be

underground such as fence posts needs to

have the right level of treatment in order to be

able to perform in underground conditions and

not deteriorate over time. 



Consider and ask product suppliers how their

products will age, weather and change over time so

that you know what to expect in the future and can

look into what you can do to minimise this. This is

especially important with timber and concrete

products as they do naturally weather and age. 



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

G A R D E N  L I G H T I N G  S H O U L D
A L L O W  Y O U  T O  E N J O Y  Y O U R
O U T D O O R  A R E A  R E G A R D L E S S
O F  T H E  T I M E  O F  D A Y .  T H I N K

O F  I T  A S  A N  E X T R A

B Y  T R A N S F O R M I N G  A N  O U T D O O R
A R E A  W I T H  G A R D E N  L I G H T I N G
Y O U  M A Y  F I N D  T H A T  Y O U  E N D

U P  S O C I A L I S I N G  A N D
E N T E R T A I N I N G  F R I E N D S  A

W H O L E  L O T  M O R E .  



S H A D E  I S  A B S O L U T E L Y  E S S E N T I A L

I F  Y O U  P L A N  O N  M A K I N G  T H E  M O S T

O F  Y O U R  O U T D O O R  A R E A .   

H O W  Y O U  A R R A N G E  Y O U R  S H A D E

S T R U C T U R E S  D E P E N D S  O N  Y O U R

L I F E S T Y L E .   

I F  Y O U  P L A N  O N  U S I N G  M U L T I P L E

A R E A S ,  S U C H  A S  A  P A T I O  T A B L E ,

P O O L S I D E  L O U N G E R S  O R  A  R E A D I N G

N O O K ,  Y O U  W I L L  W A N T  T O  H A V E

M O V A B L E  S H A D E  R A T H E R  T H A N  A

F I X E D  O P T I O N .



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z



O U T D O O R  L I V I N G  S P A C E S .  I F  Y O U  A R E

L O O K I N G  T O  H A V E  A N  O U T D O O R  K I T C H E N

O R  F I R E  P I T  M A K E  S U R E  Y O U  W E A T H E R -

P R O O F  I T  S O  T H A T  Y O U  C A N  E N T E R T A I N

R A I N ,  H A I L  O R  S H I N E .

YEAR-ROUND 

Y O U R  G A R D E N  A N D  H O U S E  A R E  N O T  S E P A R A T E

B E I N G S .  V I E W  Y O U R  G A R D E N  A S  B E  A N

E X T E N S I O N  O F  Y O U R  H O U S E .   

W H E N  D E S I G N E D  P R O P E R L Y ,  Y O U  C A N  C R E A T E  



C O N S T R U C T I O N  M A T E R I A L S V E G E T A T I V E  M A T E R I A L S

S h r u b s  

T r e e s  

H e d g e s  

V e g e t a b l e s  

G r a s s

P a v i n g  

C o n c r e t e  

P o o l s  

G r a v e l  

F o u n t a i n s  

H A R D S C A P E  V S .  S O F T S C A P E



H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

This is true with all landscaping projects, and

absolutely essential in small gardens. Whether

you are choosing hardscaping materials or

softscaping materials make sure you limit

yourself to only a few varieties. This will give a

sense of cohesion. Small areas are notoriously

unforgiving. The larger the area, the more

varieties you can play with. 



INVOLVE THE

WHOLE FAMILY

If you have kids, have them come up with some ideas

and then help them create them. Not only will it allow

the kids to have their own fun space, it is also a great

way to get them involved in the garden and teach them

new skills. 

THINK

OF THE

KIDS




