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WHAT YOU

NEED TO

KNOW

PLAN. PLAN. PLAN.

Function is the most important consideration when

designing a kitchen. You will spend a lot of time in the

kitchen so you want to make sure that it suits your

needs and your lifestyle.  

So sit down, read through these tips and then start

working on your kitchen plan.



REALISTIC

H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

W H I C H  L A Y O U T S  A R E  

I N  T H E  S P A C E  Y O U  A R E

W O R K I N G  W I T H ?



SOLO COOK?

You may find the U-Shape

to be ideal as it puts

everything within reach.

FAMILY TIME?

H O W  D O  Y O U  P L A N  O N
U S I N G  T H E  S P A C E ?  

If you have children you may

consider an island so that the kids

can perch there for breakfast. 



B Y  F O L L O W I N G  T H E  T R A I L  O F

T H E  F O O D  Y O U R  L A Y O U T

S H O U L D  S T A R T  T O  B E C O M E

C L E A R E R .  I T  M A Y  S O U N D

C O M P L I C A T E D ,  B U T  J U S T

S T A R T  S K E T C H I N G  A N D  I T

W I L L  A L L  F A L L  I N T O  P L A C E .

FOLLOW

THE FOOD



GROCERIES

SERVING CLEANING

You will need some open

bench space to dump the

bags on, ideally near the

pantry and fridge. 

Serving should be the easy

part and you will want some

space near the dining area

plus your plates and cutlery

nearby. 

This is often overlooked.

You will want to group your

sink (for rinsing) next to your

bins (for scraping) and also

your dishwasher. 

When preparing the food

you will want clear bench

space near your knives,

chopping boards and ideally

your bins. 

COOKINGPREP

F O L L OW  T H E  F O O D

When cooking you will want

your utensils right next to the

oven and stove-top for quick

access. 



RETAIN THE

STYLE

H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

Your kitchen should follow the style of the rest

of your home. If your house is homely and

warm then a farmhouse kitchen would be

much more fitting than a clean, clinical, all-

white kitchen.  



SEAMLESS FLOW

H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

T H E  K E Y  I S  T O  M A K E  T H E
D E T A I L I N G  U N O B T R U S I V E  A N D  I N -

K E E P I N G  W I T H  T H E
S U R R O U N D I N G S .  Y O U  M A Y  L O V E

P L A S T E R  D E T A I L I N G  B U T  I N  M A N Y
M O D E R N  K I T C H E N S  I T  W O U L D

L O O K  O U T  O F  P L A C E .  

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  H O M E  W I L L
N O T  O N L Y  I N C R E A S E  T H E

B E A U T Y  B U T  A L S O  A D D  T O  T H E
S P A C I O U S N E S S  O F  T H E  H O U S E .  



A L L - W H I T E  K I T C H E N S  A R E

E X T R E M E L Y  P O P U L A R  A T  T H E

M O M E N T  B U T  I N  R E A L I T Y  T H E Y

C A N  E A S I L Y  F E E L  C O L D  A N D

C L I N I C A L .  

A V O I D  T H A T  L O O K  B Y  A D D I N G

P O P S  O F  C O L O U R .  Y O U  C A N  G O

S U B T L E  O R  B O L D  A N D  I T ' S  A

G R E A T  C H A N C E  T O  E X P R E S S

Y O U R  P E R S O N A L I T Y .

COLOUR  

POPS



It is very easy to underestimate the amount of

storage you will require. You may think that you only

have a small amount of items to store however

within a year you will find that you have acquired

more and more.  

STORAGE

C R E A T E  MO R E



PUT EVERY

SPACE TO USE. 

Use a Lazy Susan in your corner cupboard, extend your

overhead cabinets right up to the ceiling (what’s the

point of that gap anyway?) and add deep drawers for

pots and pans. Don’t worry if some of your storage is

hard to access, this is the perfect place for items that

you don’t regularly use! 

STORAGE 

TRICKS



DON 'T

ALLOW

CLUTTER

Clutter can creep in if you let it. It may seem

unnecessary, but having specific storage

areas for all of your appliances will allow

you to keep a clean benchtop and give your

kitchen more of an open, airy feel. That

designer look isn’t as unattainable as it may

seem. 



  I T  A L L  D E P E N D S  O N  H O W  R E G U L A R L Y

Y O U  A R E  W I L L I N G  T O  C L E A N  T H E  K I T C H E N

A N D  W H E T H E R  Y O U  A R E  W O R R I E D  A B O U T

L I T T L E  S M U D G E S  A N D  C R U M B S .

KEEP CLEAN

D O N ’ T  F O R G E T  T H E  M A I N T E N A N C E

F A C T O R . O F T E N  T H E  M O S T  B E A U T I F U L

F E A T U R E S  A R E  T H E  H A R D E S T  T O



MATERIAL

MAINTENANCE

H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

High gloss cabinetry and stainless steel are notorious

for showing smudges. Smooth, lightly-coloured

surfaces such as tiles or benchtops can be easy to

clean but will show up every little mark so will need to

be regularly checked.  

Darker, textured surfaces are often harder to clean but

also manage to hide minor stains and marks.  



T H E  B E N C H T O P  I S  T H E  F O C A L

P O I N T .  I T  I S  T H E  F I R S T  T H I N G

T H A T  Y O U R  V I S I T O R S  W I L L  L O O K

A T  A N D  Y O U  W I L L  C O N S T A N T L Y

F I N D  Y O U R S E L F  R U N N I N G  A

H A N D  O V E R  I T .   

T H E R E  A R E  A  N U M B E R  O F

O P T I O N S  O U T  T H E R E  S O  Y O U R

C H O I C E  W I L L  D E P E N D  O N  T H E

S T Y L E  O F  Y O U R  K I T C H E N .

BENCHTOP

I T ' S  A L L  A B O U T  T H E



ULTRA-MODERN

U l t r a - m o d e r n

k i t c h e n s  t e n d

t o w a r d s  s t a i n l e s s

s t e e l  a n d

e n g i n e e r e d  s t o n e .  

C o l o n i a l  a n d

f a r m h o u s e

k i t c h e n s  l o o k

g r e a t  w i t h  a

t i m b e r  b e n c h t o p .

FARMHOUSE CONTEMPORARY

T H E  B E N C H T O P

M a r b l e  a n d

e n g i n e e r e d  s t o n e

i s  p e r f e c t  f o r  a

c o n t e m p o r a r y

k i t c h e n .    



I f  your  budget  doesn ’ t  a l low f or

s tone or  marble  there  a re  a  number

of  laminates  out  there  which look

st r ik ingly  s imi la r  to  the  rea l  th ing .  

LAM INATE

G O I N G  W I T H



Are you able to get a piece long enough to avoid joins?

Don’t take your contractors word for this. Research the

product yourself and see what lengths it comes in. We

have had homeowners come to us in the past after

having their contractor tell them that a join was required

because the product didn't come in that length, where in

reality the contractor just wanted to save some money

by using off-cuts. 

CONSIDER

THE

LENGTH



POINT OF

CONGREGATION

H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

T H E  P A R T Y  A L W A Y S  E N D S  U P
I N  T H E  K I T C H E N  A T  S O M E
P O I N T .  B E  P R E P A R E D  F O R

T H I S .  K I T C H E N  I S L A N D S  M A K E
A  G R E A T  B A R  L E A N E R  S O  W I L L

I N E V I T A B L Y  B E  T H E  M A I N  



LEVEL  

UP

H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z



C A B I N E T R Y  A L L O W S  Y O U  T O  H A V E

A  L O T  O F  S T O R A G E  W H I L E  S T I L L

K E E P I N G  C L E A N  A N D  S I M P L E  L I N E S

T H R O U G H O U T .

SPLIT - LEVEL

U T I L I S E  M U L T I P L E  L E V E L S  T O  A D D

D E P T H  T O  Y O U R  K I T C H E N .  U S I N G  



G E T  T H E  L I G H T I N G  R I G H T

A N D  Y O U R  K I T C H E N  W I L L

Q U I C K L Y  B E C O M E  A  S P A C E

Y O U  L O V E  T O  C O O K  I N .

L I K E  T H E  K I T C H E N  L A Y O U T ,

T H E  K E Y  H E R E  I S  T O  T H I N K

H O W  Y O U  W I L L  U S E  Y O U R

L I G H T I N G .

LOVE YOUR

LIGHTING



PENCHANT FOR

PENDANTS

H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

P e n d a n t s  a r e  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  a d d

m o o d  l i g h t i n g  a n d  o f t e n  e n d  u p  a s

a  t a l k i n g  p o i n t ,  s o  m a k e  s u r e  y o u

h a v e  a  g o o d  l o o k  a r o u n d  b e f o r e

y o u  s e t t l e  o n   y o u r  s t y l e .    



UNDER-CABINET

U n d e r - c a b i n e t  l i g h t s

a r e  g r e a t  a s  t h e y  s h i n e

d i r e c t l y  o n  y o u r

b e n c h t o p ,  a l l o w i n g  y o u

t o  s e e  e x a c t l y  w h a t  y o u

a r e  d o i n g .  I f  g o i n g  w i t h

s t r i p  l i g h t i n g  m a k e  s u r e

t h e  s t r i p s  a r e  b r i g h t

e n o u g h  t o  o p e r a t e  a s

t a s k  l i g h t s .

O v e r h e a d  l i g h t s  t e n d

t o  c r e a t e  s h a d o w s

o v e r  w h a t  y o u  a r e

w o r k i n g  o n .  I f  y o u  d o

w a n t  t o  u s e  o v e r h e a d

l i g h t s  f o r  t a s k  l i g h t i n g ,

s e l e c t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t

c a n  b e  p o s i t i o n e d  t o

c a s t  l i g h t  f r o m  i n  f r o n t

o f  y o u .

OVERHEAD

T A S K  L I G H T I N G



LIGHTING

LEVELS
Look to incorporate pendant, under-

cabinet and recessed lighting. Having

all the lights on dimmers will allow you

to have separate lighting settings for

different situations, depending on

whether task, mood or ambience

lighting is preferable. 



W i t h  c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  y o u  w i l l  n e v e r  h a v e  t h i s

s i t u a t i o n  a r i s e  a g a i n .

AWFUL MESS?

H o w  m a n y  t i m e s  h a v e  y o u  s e r v e d

d i n n e r  a n d  w a n t e d  t o  c l e a n  u p  s t r a i g h t

a w a y  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h a t  



CONSIDER THE

CLEAN-UP

H O M E I D E A S . C O . N Z

A  b u t l e r ’ s  p a n t r y  i s  t h e

p e r f e c t  p l a c e  t o  h i d e

u n s i g h t l y  d i s h e s  a n d  a

b u t l e r ’ s  s i n k  m a k e s

c l e a n i n g  t h o s e  l a r g e r

t r a y s  a  b r e e z e .  



NO

BUTLER 'S  

PANTRY?
If you don’t have the space (or budget)

for a butler's pantry you still have

options. A roller door can help create a

hidden space for dishes, while well-

planned lighting will allow you to dim

the benchtop and sink area, instead

drawing attention to other features

such as the splashback or island. 



https://www.homeideas.co.nz/auckland


http://kitchensbydesign.co.nz/

